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Tuesday 25th May
CATHOLIC YOUNG PEOPLE BRINGING SOUL TO THE CITY

Thousands of Catholic young people are invited to gather in the nation’s capital this summer to take part in one of the most ambitious missions this country has ever seen. 
Called Soul in the City, this ecumenical event plans to mobilise 15,000 young people from around the UK and other nations in community projects, sports initiatives, children’s clubs, and other schemes across Greater London. These have been developed in conjunction with over 662 local churches, and other local partnership organisations such as the Metropolitan Police and local government to ensure that they are tailored to meet areas of real local need, and effect lasting social change. 
Soul in the City is a Christian initiative, which respects people of all or no faiths, and which seeks to emphasise that “actions speak as loudly as words”.  Planning for it has the support of many major public figures. Retired Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, Rt. Rev. Ambrose Griffiths says, “This is an amazing opportunity for young people in this country to share their many talents and witness to their faith. I am sure the Holy Spirit will use them powerfully to reach many of their peers. I encourage you to support it.”
Soul in the City will run from 26-30 July (Week A) and 2-6 August (Week B), and will climax with a huge public worship event in Trafalgar Square on the afternoon of 7 August. Delegates coming from outside London are asked to commit to one or both of the 5-day missions, and will be camping in three “tent-cities” located in parks across the city.  Mike Pilavachi, Executive Director of Soul in the City says, “We are delighted to see so many of the Christian denominations, represented across London and our nation, really getting behind Soul in the City. We hope to see this translated into positive change for many communities.”

The programme consists of morning teaching and worship sessions, and during the afternoon delegates will be transported around the capital to take part in supervised social action and evangelistic projects. In the evenings, there will be music/café-style events arranged in local communities across London. National Director of the Catholic Youth Service, Helen Bardy says, “Young people are tremendous evangelisers. Together with the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE) we support our young people in participating in Soul in the City this summer”.
Soul Survivor, the Christian registered charity co-ordinating the event, has hosted Christian Youth conferences for a number of years, which bring together thousands of young people from all denominations and encourage them in mission, teaching and worship.  The cost of the event for those wishing to camp is £75 per person and £40 for London residents who do not wish to camp. For more information please see: www.soulinthecity.co.uk and/or www.caseresources.org  
For more information please contact either:

Helen Bardy (CYS).  Tel:  020 7901 4870          Email: helen.bardy@cbcew.org.uk    
Clare Ward (CASE). Tel: 020 8458 3316           Email: clarew@caseresources.org 
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Issued jointly by the National Catholic Youth Service of England and Wales and the 

                     Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE)

NOTES TO EDITORS:

· Soul in the City is being co-ordinated by Soul Survivor, a registered charity (number: 1080720) based in Watford, Hertfordshire. www.soulsurvivor.co.uk
· The cost of the event is £75 per person. Further information about Soul in the City can be found at: www.soulinthecity.co.uk 
· Please also visit Catholic Youth Service website at: www.catholicyouthservices.org.uk and the CASE website at www.caseresources.org  

· Endorsements for Soul in the City from leading public figures, including Prime Minister Tony Blair, Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir John Stevens, Archbishop of Canterbury The Most Rev Rowan Williams, and Rev Joel Edwards of the Evangelical Alliance can be found at: www.soulinthecity.co.uk/html/about/ There are groups of young people coming to take part in Soul in the City from as far away as Australia, USA, Canada, Malaysia, Norway and The Netherlands.

· Over 662 “partner churches” across Greater London have already pledged their support to Soul in the City.

· Two of the participating Catholic Churches are: St. Patrick’s, Soho Square. W1D 4NR and St Anthony of Padua, Forest Gate. E7 9QB.
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