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Spring 2009 Courses
Required

	How Leaders Shaped the History, Art, and Architecture of Rome 


	Professor: Gianluca Casagrande 

Credits: 3 

Summary

Students will visit famous sites in Rome and learn about Roman art and architecture from the perspective of the great leaders of the Roman Empire and the effects of Christianity from the time of Constantine through the Renaissance 

 The civilization of Rome succeeded thanks to the organization of its civil and military institutions. Such an organization was rooted on the worldview proposed by Rome, along with its concept of human person and social order. Rome saw its mission in the world as consisting in proposing its ideal of civilization to all people; and its own internal order as based on several diverse models of leadership, which operated at different levels and evolved in the course of time. From the republican Rome to the subsequent phases of the imperial power, Rome shaped the very concept of civil, juridical and military leadership. After the fall of the Roman empire, Medieval Europe had two theoretical, but very influent, models of leadership represented by the Empire and the Papacy; and being the see of the Pope, Rome remained, through the centuries, the center of that socio-political reality called, by its contemporaries, “Christianitas”, origin of the western civilization, of modern science and culture as well. Through human history, Rome remained a fundamental center of leadership, and was shaped by this. The course will present a summary of the main events, personalities and facts of the past, showing how rulers and rules marked the evolution of the Eternal City. The course will include in-class lectures as well as fieldtrips on Rome’s and Lazio’s main landmarks and cultural sites. 

Bibliographic references: 

M. Nilsson, Imperial Rome, Schocken Paperback, 1962. 

Stato Maggiore Aeronautica Militare “Immagini aeree di Roma”, SMA 1988 (images only) 

G. Casagrande, “Roma, uno sguardo dall’alto”, text being currently translated into English by the author. Will be provided on the first day of class. Course handouts will be provided during the course. 

Exam: Written: 20 multiple choice questions and 2 long answer questions. Requirement: attendance to at least 6 field-trips out of the 8 proposed at the beginning of classes. 



	Cultural Leadership: Formation of Western Civilization 

	Professor: Alfonso Aguilar PhD 

Credits: 3 

Fr Alfonso Aguilar was born in León, Spain, in 1967.  He completed undergraduate studies in Latin, Greek and Humanities in Salamanca, Spain and taught these subjects for three years at the Center for Humanities in Cheshire, Connecticut. He holds degrees in theology and philosophy, and obtained his doctorate in philosophy from the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum where he currently teaches. He is the author of several books and philosophical essays and a regular publisher in the National Catholic Register. 

Summary 

A study of Western culture viewed through the lens of the history of the city of Rome. As capital of the Roman Empire, seat of the Papacy and birthplace of the Renaissance, the history of Rome presents a fascinating summary of the development of Western civilization as a whole.     

The course has the following objectives: 1. To provide a historical and cultural background for students living in contemporary Rome. 2. To analyze the cultural changes in Western society as reflected in the history of Rome, investigating the causes and subsequent effects of these cultural shifts. 3. Finally, the course will compare the various periods of Roman history with special emphasis on the religious and secular influences shaping its development. 

Emphasis will be placed on the following periods of Roman History: 1.Ancient Rome in its beginnings, culmination and decline. 2. The influence of Christianity on Roman culture from the fourth century through the Renaissance. 3. The secularization of Roman culture from the late Renaissance until the 20th century. 

Bibliography 

Krautheimer, Richard. Rome: Profile of a City 312-1300 Princeton University Press, 1980. 

St. Augustine, City of God. 

Joseph Ratzinger&Marcello Pera, Senza radici. Europa, relativismo, Cristianisemo, Islam,Mondadori, Milano 2004. Eng.tr. M.F. Moore, Without Roots: The West, Relativism, Christianity, Islam, Basic Books, New York 2006. 

Joseph Ratzinger, Glaube, Wahrheit, Toleranz. Das Christentum und dieWeltreligionem, Herder, Freiburg im Breisgau 2003; Eng.tr. Fith, Truth and Tolerance. Christianity and the Religions of the World 

Owen Chadwick, The Secularization of the European Mind in the Nineteenth Century, Cambridge University Press 

James Hitchcock, What Is Secular Humanism? Why Christian Humanism Became Secular and How It Is Changing Our World, RC Books, Harrison, NY 1982. 

Robert Royal, The God That Did Not Fail. How Religion Built and Sustains the West, Encounter Books, New York 2006. 

Thomas E. Woods Jr., How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization, 2007. 

G.K. Chesterton, The Resurrection of Rome. 


	Religious Leadership: Christianity and Islam 


	Professor: Professor Gianandrea de Antonellis 

Credits: 3 

Summary

The course serves as an introduction to the religious thought and current state of Christianity and Islam. The course is divided into two parts. The first offers a presentation of Islam as a whole (beginnings, history, practices, theology, pluralism, mysticism, and today's situation) and then focuses on contemporary issues such as theological differences, the possibility for dialogue, and the question of Islamic fundamentalism. The second part addresses the relationship between the Christian Churches and Islam and the historical development of this relationship, highlighting the differences between Christian and Muslim theology. 


Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Various Speakers each week

Credits: 3 

Summary

10 Leaders in their various fields will speak about the principles, contemporary issues and challenges within their field. Special emphasis will be given to empowering the students with the knowledge and tools they need to use their leadership skills in these fields. Specific areas to be addressed include: Business (Acton Institute), Media (Fr Jonathan Morris, FOX News Analyst), Politics and Law (Mary Ann Glendon, US Diplomat to the Vatican), Sports (Fr Kevin Lixey, Vatican Office for Sports), Science, Education, Social Development, Religion, Family, and the Environmental. 

Electives (students can choose 1 or 2)
	Social Leadership: Italian Language 


	Professor: Dr. Luigi Furnò 

Credits: 3 

Luigi Furnò was born in 1964 and has been teaching Italian as a foreign language since 1988 in Switzerland,Chile, Slovenia, Romania and South Korea. In 1996 he returned to Rometo continue his career, founding the ‘Parlo l’italiano’ institute to teach Italian to foreign students in the city. 

Summary 

The course includes 3 one-hour in-class sessions a week with instructors from the Parlo l’italiano’ institute and aims to equip the students with a working Italian that will enable them to more fully appreciate the rich culture and vibrant life of Rome and Italy. Students have the option of choosing either beginner or intermediate level Italian. 

Optional cultural visits will allow the students to practice their Italian with local residents. 


	Medical Leadership: Bioethics 


	Professor: Joseph Tham MD PhD 

Credits: 3 

Fr. S. Joseph Tham was born in Hong Kong and immigrated to Canada at the age of fifteen. At the University of Toronto, he first majored in Mathematical Sciences and then graduated from Medical School. After several years of work as a family physician, he entered the seminary of the Legionaries of Christ and was ordained a priest in 2004. As a part of this preparation, he has obtained his degrees in philosophy and theology at Rome's Regina Apostolorum Pontifical university in Rome, where he also completed his post-graduate studies in bioethics. Recently, he successfully defended his doctoral dissertation with high honors on “The Secularization of Bioethics—A Critical History” under the direction of Dr. Edmund Pellegrino, the current Chairman of the President’s Council on Bioethics. He presently teaches bioethics in Regina Apostolorum. He is the author of The Missing Cornerstone (Hamden 2004) and The Secularization of Bioethics (Rome 2007). 

Summary 

With the advances of technology in biomedicine in recent decades, ethical dilemmas have also mushroomed often requiring careful analysis. In a myriad of issues, debates have been most heated regarding the beginning of life, genetic manipulation, human sexuality and procreation, embryonic stem cell research, cloning and end-of-life. The controversy is generated in part by the difference in perspectives between religious and secular visions. The religious tradition seeks to offer a coherent response to these challenges based on a holistic conception of the human person and his dignity, whereas the secular view tends to approach these issues from a pragmatic and utilitarian angle. In this course, an attempt will be made to cover these differences by an examination of the origin and history of bioethics, its philosophical and theological principles, and the different methodologies that will in turn explain the differences of opinion on these aforementioned issues. 

Bibliography 

§ C.S. Campbell, «Bioethics and the Spirit of Secularism» in E.E. Shelp (ed.), Secular bioethics in theological perspective, Kluwer Academic, Boston, 1996, 3-18. 

§ Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Donum Vitae - Instruction on respect for human life in its origin and on the dignity of procreation, 1987. 

§ D. Callahan, - C.S. Campbell (eds.), «Theology, Religious Traditions, and Bioethics», Hastings Center Report 4 suppl. (1990), S1-24. 

§ D.S. Davis - L. Zoloth (eds.), Notes from a Narrow Ridge: Religion and Bioethics (Hagerstown, MD: University Publishing Group, 1999). 

§ H.R. Engelhardt, Jr., «Bioethics as a Plural Noun», from www.australasian-bioethics.org.au/conferences/2002/PaperTrisEngelhardt.pdf 

§ J.H. Evans, «After the Fall: Attempts to Establish an Explicitly Theological Voice in Debates over Science and Medicine after 1960», in C. Smith (ed.), The Secular Revolution: Power, Interests, and Conflict in the Secularization of American Public Life, University of California Press, Berkeley 2003, 434-461. 

§ John Paul II, EncyclicalEvangelium Vitae: on the Value and Inviolability of Human Life, 1995. 

§ A.R. Jonsen, «The Birth of Bioethics: Report of a conference celebrating the past 30 years and the next 30 years of bioethics in the United States », Hastings Center Report 23 (1993), S1-4. 

§ R.J. Neuhaus, «A Curious Encounter with a Philosopher from Nowhere», First Things 120 (2002), 77-82. 

§ E.D. Pellegrino, “The metamorphosis of medical ethics. A 30-year retrospective”, Journal of America Medical Association 296(1993): 1158-1162. 

§ P. Singer, «Infanticide», in Id.,Writings on an Ethical Life, HarperCollins, New York 2000, 186-93. [Reprinted from Id.,Practical Ethics, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge - New York, 1999.] 

§ W.J. Smith, Culture of Death: The Assault on Medical Ethics in America (San Francisco: Encounter Books, 2000). 

§ J. Sugarman - D.P. Sulmasy (eds.), Methods in Medical Ethics, (Washington, DC Georgetown University Press, 2001). 

§ S.J. Tham, The Secularization of Bioethics—A Critical History, UPRA Press, Rome, 2007. 

§ Verhey (ed.),Religion and Medical Ethics: Looking back, looking forward (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996). 


	Business Leadership: Ethics in a Globalized World 


	Professor: Fr Michael Ryan, LC 

Credits: 3 

Summary

In today’s multicultural, globalised and highly competitive business environment, the area of business ethics has become increasingly important in fostering a favorable business environment. This course covers a range of topics involving ethics and business today. It traces the history of the field of business ethics and its definition, ethical theories and their application to business. It subsequently addresses the crucial issues of ethics and culture and ethics within a globalised world. Other topics covered include corporate social responsibility and communication. The topics addressed in the course are complemented by the analysis of practical cases in order to familiarize students with the practical application of the ethical concepts and theories in today’s business environment. 


Università Europea di Roma - Via Aldobrandeschi, 190 - OO163 Rome

Tel. (39) 331-347-9098 - Fax 06-66 52 78 50 - http://www.ilsrome.org - ils@unier.it


