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“Put your talents and your youthful enthusiasm at the service of the proclamation of the Good News. Be the enthusiastic friends of Jesus who present the Lord to all those who wish to see him, especially those who are farthest away from him…Feel responsible for the evangelisation of your friends and 
all your contemporaries”.
Pope John Paul II, Message of World Youth Day 2004.

Dear 

           ,

We are writing to you as a leader of Catholic youth in the UK to invite you to get your young people involved with the Soul in the City mission, taking place in London this summer. The mission is an ecumenical effort coordinated by the Christian charity Soul Survivor and is aiming to proclaim the Christian message to London both through social outreach and through evangelistic evening celebrations.

Soul in the City is taking place over two weeks: Week A takes place from the 26th to 30th July, and Week B from the 2nd to the 6th of August. Thousands of young people from all different church backgrounds will be coming to participate in the mission and it is a great opportunity to expose our young Catholics to a living Christian youth culture and to involve them in evangelistic outreach, primarily of a social nature. All the information you need about the mission and what you would need to do to bring a group of young people along is enclosed.
Please find in this pack:

· Information about Soul in the City and its organisation.
· Information about how to book a group of young people on the mission.
· A sample letter which you could send to your young people to invite them to come along.
· An application form to give your young people in order to obtain their details before booking them on the mission.

We hope this information helps you and that you can join us at Soul in the City 2004.

Yours in Christ,
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Catholic Youth                                 CASE
Services                                  Catholic Agency 

                             to Support Evangelisation
This event is being jointly promoted by the Catholic Youth Service of England and Wales and the 
Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE).
Your questions answered:

What is Soul in the City?

Youth and church groups will bring along their young people for one week of the mission (Week A: 26th- 30th July, Week B: 2nd-6th August) and will stay in ‘tent cities’ around the city, where there will be praise and worship and teaching every morning.
The basic structure of a day on the mission is as follows: 

MORNING: Praise and worship and teaching begins at about 10am. There will be an opportunity to attend Mass beforehand (details to be confirmed).

AFTERNOON: Local outreach helping a church on their project.

EVENING: Local celebrations with evangelistic talks from J John on the Ten Commandments (one per evening), and live music.  

The afternoon outreaches are being coordinated by local churches in London, including some Catholic churches, and aim to show the love of God to their communities through service. The mission delegates will be coming to do gardening for the elderly, wash cars, run children’s holiday and sports clubs, turn wastelands into parks and witness to God’s unconditional love. Soul in the City has been working with the Metropolitan Police, local councils and community groups to devise projects which will improve the quality of life for London residents in a real way. Once the young people arrive for the mission, they will be put into groups for the afternoon outreaches, with whom they will work for that week. 

The idea is that some of the contacts made through this social outreach will come on to the evening meetings to hear the Christian message more explicitly. The climax to the mission will be a massive 18,000 strong worship service in Trafalgar Square on Saturday August 7th. 

A similar mission was held in 2000 in Manchester and was a great success, with lasting results both in local communities and for individuals who came to know God in a new way.

For more information on the mission, its vision and its organisation, see www.soulinthecity.co.uk.

What is involved if I want to take a group of young people?

If you want to take a group of young people, you need to book them on as soon as possible. The deadline for booking delegates onto the mission is the 1st of July. The mission is open to young people aged 14+ and for every six young people in a group aged under 18, there must be one over 18 accompanying the group. There are various ways in which your young people can get involved in the mission. The most straightforward is simply to attend and participate in the afternoon outreaches but there are also the following opportunities to serve for those over the specified age limits, listed below:

· 21+ SMALL TEAM LEADERS: Help to look after delegates during the afternoon outreaches.

· 21+ VILLAGE HOSTS: Make sure delegates are comfortable in the tent village and are around to answer their questions. Must have leadership experience and good people skills.

· 18+ STEWARDS: Ensure health and safety guidelines are followed and do behind-the-scenes work at the tent villages.

· 18+ FIRST AID: Qualified first aiders are needed to be there at the afternoon projects and in the tent cities in case of any incidents.

· 16+ CATERING: These lucky people work full time in the tent cities peeling spuds.
HOWEVER, unless your young people have been to a large-scale Christian event like this before, it might be best not to leave them stuck in the tent villages all day but to allow them to see the mission in action either as a small team leader (see above) or simply as a participating delegate. 

Your group will need to take enough tents with them to sleep all the members of the group.

Food at Soul in the City:

Packed lunches can be bought at the tent villages for around £2 per person, and evening meals will be provided by the partner churches where the young people will be helping during the afternoons. Breakfast, however, is not available, so it might be a good idea to collect in a bit of extra cash before you leave for the mission and to pick up some fruit and cereal bars to take along for the week with you. Alternatively, you could just tell the young people in your group that there will be no breakfast, so they need to bring along whatever they would like to eat in the mornings that week.

Taking a group of young people to Soul in the City involves 2 main responsibilities:

1) Booking the group on in advance.

2) Being with the group when they attend the mission and staying with them in their tent city.

The second of these is fairly self-explanatory, but to make life easier, a step-by-step account of the booking process is given below.

How do I book my group onto Soul in the City?

1) Choose which week of the mission you want to take your group to: Week A or Week B.

2) The first thing you need to do is to plug the week to your young people. For those of you who do not see the young people you work with on a regular basis, and even for those of you who do, we have enclosed a sample copy of a letter you could edit and use to invite young people to come with you to Soul in the City.

3) You then need to collect the relevant details of all the people who want to come so that you have it to hand when you make a group booking. Enclosed you will find a form which asks for all the information you need. Each young person also needs to give you a colour passport photograph with their name printed on the back and a cheque for £75 to book onto the mission. In order to make booking your group as easy as possible we would suggest that individual cheques are made out to you/your church/your organisation so that you can make one bulk payment when booking.

4) You need to make sure that between you, your group has enough tent space for everyone to sleep in.

5) You also need to decide whether or not you want your group to stay in the Curfew village, which is quiet from 10pm to 7am.

6) Once you have all your application forms, cheques and photos in, you are ready to book in. By far the easiest way to do so is over the internet: www.soulinthecity.co.uk, but alternatively you can call Soul Survivor for postal booking forms on 0870 0543331. Unfortunately, booking forms only have space for four young people on each one, whereas over the net you can book on a group of up to twenty young people at once, so if your group is of a reasonable size, you would be well advised to use the internet booking service. To book over the internet, you will need to pay by credit or debit card and for this reason we suggest you collect in cheques made to yourself/your organisation/your church, so that once these have cleared you can easily make a one-off payment to Soul in the City over the internet. 

7) Any young people who have applied for a role of particular responsibility (e.g. first aider, small team leader) will be sent additional application forms to check that they are suitable for the work involved. Whether or not they are successful in their application for one of these positions, they are already booked onto the mission and have a place for the week. You may need to pass on these additional application forms and remind and encourage people in your group to fill them in and get them off.

8) The only remaining details to take care of are transport to and from London and what your group is doing about breakfast. Otherwise, you can relax until you get to Soul in the City!

Child Protection procedures
Please ensure that child protection procedures are followed if you are in any doubt contact your local child protection co-ordinator.
