 
Coventry Cathedral
Monday 7th May 2007
[image: image1.png]SPIRITOFLIFE




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new style Ecumenical Evangelistic initiative 
engaging with today’s spiritual age
Spirit of Life 
As a response to the great success of last year’s Spirit of Life event at Coventry Cathedral, another Spirit of Life is planned at the Cathedral for Monday 7th May 2007. Many of the contributors at Spirit of Life 2006 have kindly agreed to participate in 2007 alongside other Christians who were encouraged by last year’s event.  They are representative of Groups and individuals who have been involved in effective evangelising in today’s spiritual age.
 
We live in times when the Christian community has to put out into the deep to evangelise.  Spirit of Life does exactly that by reaching out to those who are interested in spirituality but not (yet) in Jesus and his Church.  CASE endorses enthusiastically this creative experiment in ecumenical evangelisation.  
I encourage you to support it.
Fr Keith Barltrop, Director, Catholic Agency for Supporting Evangelisation
 
Aims 
Spirit of Life has two aims: 
1.         Primarily to engage with the spirituality of the people of the Coventry area and help them explore the relevance of Jesus to their lives, by providing Christian spiritual experience, activities and information in ways that enable them to explore Christian spirituality 
2.         Consequently to help Christians see how they might engage with the spiritual interest of their neighbours today. 
If you want to know where God is at work, join us at Spirit of Life in Coventry Cathedral. 
Revd. Dr. John Drane Author of Do Christians know how to be Spiritual?
Spirit of Life 
           is a Christian ‘spirituality fair’ with a wide variety of activities to help people explore the spiritual realm
           is open to anyone and everyone
is planned in consultation with the churches in Warwickshire to relate to and hopefully to assist them in their mission 
will be of particular help to Christians who want to work evangelistically in Mind, Body and Spirit Fairs
            
Those who provide contributions to Spirit of Life 
           are experienced practitioners in their sphere from across the UK
           express their personal commitment to Jesus Christ through what they do and what they say.
 “When we embarked upon Spirit of Life in 2006 we thought it was going to be a one-off event but God so surprised us by what he did it seems it is just the beginning….”
Yvonne Richmond, Canon for Mission, Coventry Cathedral
. 
 
 
Themes 
Themes of Spirit of Life are expected to be 
           awe - using areas of the Cathedral
           using the senses - ranging from incense to aromatherapy and massage 
           learning - seminars on a variety of topics 
           spiritual journeying - through life coaching, conversation and labyrinth 
           exploring the spiritual realm – through blessing and mysticism
           prayer – with meditation and healing prayer and prayer stations around the area; 
           the presence of God - felt through worship specially created for specific times during the day and the peace and serenity of the building
           creation – with a sensory garden, creative displays and opportunities to be creative using the arts
           music – ranging from gregorian chant to spiritual dance 
           commitment to justice and the poor – with emphasis on fair trade and opportunities to volunteer to help local charities 
 
“God's Spirit is moving in this day and age, challenging tired religious structures to come alive to new possibilities. Sometimes we are asked to step out from where we feel secure into strange and uncharted territory. That's what faith is all about!  I believe that Spirit of Life is part of a wider movement of those who are prepared to take risks in order to share God's kingdom love and joy.” 
Revd. Pauline Warner, Methodist Superintendent Minister
 
“Spirit of Life 2006 was a courageous venture attempting to reach people outside church today.  Attracting  nearly 2,000 people it stunned us all and was hailed at the national Churches Together conference as one of the three most significant events for evangelism.  In holding Spirit of Life 2007 we hope to build upon this pioneering work, reach many more people with the power and love of God and resource Christians nationally to do the same.”
 
Very Revd John Irvine, Dean of Coventry
 
Your help is needed
We were indebted to the churches of Coventry for the prayer and practical support we received last year.  We need your help this year to ensure that the aims of Spirit of Life are met and that God is honoured again this year.  How can you help?
         By putting the date in your diary and bringing your non Christian friends
         By being a part of the prayer network – contact us for more details
         By practical help on the day – contact us for more details
         By helping with publicity prior to the day.
         By donating towards the cost of the day
         By ensuring that every member of your church knows about the event
 
Contacts:
General enquiries: 
Ann Kemp
Spirit of Life 2007 Administrator
Coventry Cathedral
1 Hill Top
Coventry 
CV1 5AB
02476 521223 Ann.Kemp@coventrycathedral.org.uk
	Canon Yvonne Richmond 
Canon for Mission Coventry Cathedral
1 Hill Top 
Coventry 
CV1 5AB
02476 521223
yvonne.richmond@coventrycathedral.org.uk                                                                          
	Phil Staddon
Project Manager 
3 Sinclair Drive 
Longford
CV6 6QX
02476  364394
phil@methodists5-11.org.uk


 
                                    
                                                   
 

