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PRESS RELEASE – 31st July 2006
Walking on Water… Feeding the Five Thousand… Bringing the Dead Back to Life… Miracles still happen today 
or do they?
A national Catholic agency has published an innovative “miracles” resource to coincide with the transmission of what’s being heralded as a ground-breaking BBC television series.

The new three part series is called The Miracles of Jesus and is due to hit our screens on Sun 6th August at 18:35.  This new BBC One broadcast will be presented by Rageh Omaar; a Middle East correspondent and the BBC’s man in Baghdad during the Iraq war. It will use drama, special photography and computer generated images to bring the miracles of Jesus to life.

The Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE), has launched a new ‘Miracles Do Happen’ page on www.life4seekers.co.uk, which will not only document some of the many miracles that Jesus performed, but will also feature some of the modern day miracles which continue to happen all around us. 
Niklas Carlsson from the Cor et Lumen Christi Community is a witness to many modern day miracles: “I have witnessed miracles, including one that the Lord worked in my own body. You can read all about it on the new miracles web page.  Not only that, during the last five years I have heard thousands of people share their stories of being physically healed through the power of the name of Jesus Christ.”
Monsignor Keith Barltrop, CASE Director, is lending his support to the TV series and asks Catholics to invite their friends around so as to make the most of this evangelistic opportunity: “Pope John Paul II repeatedly called for Catholics to seek new and dynamic ways of communicating and celebrating their faith so as to be of relevance to people living in these times.  The BBC series has the potential to serve in precisely this way as a powerful tool of contemporary evangelisation.  I encourage Catholic individuals, groups and parishes to invite non-Catholic friends, family members and neighbours to watch the programmes. Your invitation could change someone’s life.” 
For further information, please contact:  Maggie Doherty, CCN, t. 020 7901 4802 e. Maggie.Doherty@cbcew.org.uk or Clare Ward, CASE, t. 0208 458 3316 e. Clare.Ward@caseresources.org.uk
Notes to Editors
CASE -  Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation
www.life4seekers.co.uk – for people looking to improve their life and find fulfilment. Life4seekers is an introduction to Catholic life and belief.
www.coretlumenchristi.org - Cor et Lumen Christi Community – the Heart and Light of Christ – is a Catholic Community of some 28 members.  Founded in 1990, the community has married and single members, from a range of backgrounds. 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/programmes/miracles - BBC site on The Miracles of Jesus.
More About The Series
In episode one, Rageh looks closely at four famous miracles – the feeding of the five thousand, the raising of the widow’s son, the walking on water and the changing of water into wine at the marriage of Cana – and finds that each miracle provoked a radically different perception of Jesus.
Episode two focuses on the historical context: In a world where a claim of divinity was blasphemous – a crime punishable by death - could Jesus really have believed he was the Son of God?  
Episode three explores perhaps the greatest miracles told in the Bible. Jesus has been dead for two days but early on the third day, two women make their way to his tomb. When they get there they find the body of Jesus has gone. A voice speaks to them … it says Jesus is risen. The resurrection was hailed as the miracle of miracles and became a pillar of the Christian faith. But why?
*A photograph is available on request.

