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(September 2006)
One of the hardest tasks into today’s world must be that of getting a positive news story into the national newspapers. Editors seem only interested in scandal or tragedy, and are capable of spinning even the most positive sounding stories about the Churches into something sinister or controversial. 

Rather than struggling endlessly to get good stories past hardened ‘news hacks’, one way around this barrier is to exploit the potential which is there in existing events or stories and which the media will be covering anyway, and probably far more professionally than we can hope to do. The obvious recent example was the death and funeral of Pope John Paul II, and the election of his successor, but in Britain there have been other notable examples: the Monastery and Convent programmes, and the extraordinary graces given to and through Abigail Wichalls after the tragic attack on her, for example. The positive coverage these events have given the Catholic Church represent a great opportunity for us to get the Gospel message across. Even the Da Vinci Code controversy has been turned to good effect by Opus Dei and on our own website (see www.life4seekers.co.uk/the-da-vinci-code/the-da-vinci-code.html).
At CASE (the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation) we are continually looking for ways to promote the Gospel message in the media, and constantly coming up against the barrier I have mentioned. This weekend provides a classic example in the shape of Home Mission Sunday, when a collection is made for our work, and every parish in England and Wales is offered a sample of our resources and asked to pray for us. This year, to reflect the Sunday readings, we have chosen the theme, “Dying to Live.” Yet we know that, despite our best efforts, it will be virtually impossible to get this message across in the secular national media. The only hope would be to tack it on to some thoroughly negative story about the Church dying in our time – which is clearly not the route we want to go down.
So at CASE we are learning to “surf the waves,” looking out for stories that are out there anyway and jumping aboard. One of these in recent months has been the follow-up to The Monastery series in the form of Abbot Christopher Jamison’s best-selling book, Finding Sanctuary. Tapping into the widespread search for peace and stillness in our frenetic, driven society, Abbot Christopher suggests that as a first step towards Catholic faith, we offer potential seekers opportunities to “find sanctuary” not only in monasteries, but in more widely accessible churches which they may pass every day, particularly in city centres. 
With a little imagination and some hard work, churches could assemble simple resources encouraging such people to find God in their building: a few leaflets, posters and one or two people to act as prayer guides are all that is needed. CASE is involved currently in helping this kind of initiative to get off the ground as a pilot project in several inner city churches, especially as it ties in with a longer-term project of ours, to help Catholics use their church buildings for evangelisation. We have also supported during the last eighteen months the opening of two Seeker Centres; one in North Wales, the other in  Birmingham. These Centres are designed to provide sacred spaces where spiritual seekers can be welcomed, ask questions and pray.
One of the most exciting things about Abbot Christopher’s book, which I thoroughly recommend to Universe readers, is that, while being in some ways like many other books on prayer and spirituality, it is addressed primarily to people without any specific Catholic faith, and while basing itself on the current vogue for “spirituality,” it makes no bones about the true goal of any authentic spiritual search, the fullness of Catholic faith and practice as essential to the continued living out of such a search. 
This dovetails in with what we in CASE have been trying to communicate to churches, especially those in tourist areas, on high streets, or otherwise liable to attract a fair number of visitors: that, while the primary purpose of our Churches is undoubtedly to provide a place of worship for the Christian people, they also have a vital role in the evangelisation of the unchurched. 

Surveys show that a large percentage of people in Britain pray, have some vague belief in God, regard themselves as spiritual people, engage in activities which are connected with spirituality – and visit Church buildings. Something like 70 – 80% claim to visit a church building in the course of a year, perhaps for a wedding or a funeral, but very often in search of a quiet place to pray or meditate. Prayer rooms or sacred spaces are increasingly opening up in various public spaces. All this provides us with a great opportunity if we have the vision and the imagination to put out into the deep and be guided by the Spirit into those “new methods and means of expression” which Pope John Paul II said were essential to the new evangelisation.
In these times we are all being invited to become “surfers” and active evangelisers through use of a variety of means and methods. As part of the new evangelisation, on a daily basis, we are each being asked to go public about what might be our best kept secret - our Catholic faith.  Speaking in support of Home Mission Sunday recently, the Right Reverend Malcolm McMahon, Bishop of Nottingham, said: “When it comes to publicly sharing and expressing your Catholic faith is your friendship with Jesus your best kept and maybe even guilty secret?  Perhaps Jesus is someone that for different reasons you wouldn’t dare introduce to your family members, friends and work colleagues? In these times, all of us are being challenged to reflect and think again about the witness that we give to Christ on a daily basis.”  At this juncture, it might be worth re-calling when you last shared the joy of your faith with someone who was not a Catholic.
Since CASE’s launch in April 2004, the Agency team has been busy creating and distributing resources to assist parishes, individuals, communities and schools in the task of evangelisation.  This month alone we’ve sent more than four thousand resource packs to every parish and religious house in England and Wales. Within the pack, there is a poster, children’s liturgy materials, an evangelisation resources catalogue and much more.  One of the most significant items being offered is a ground breaking Evangelisation Directory which is available online and in a printed format.  It contains over 250 entries with eleven sections covering diocese, welcoming back returners to the faith, materials for young people, web links, and more besides.  

Aside from the bounty of resources however, two of the greatest tools that we have as a Catholic community are our prayers and sacrifices. Christ’s prayer life lay at the heart of His mission on earth. His suffering, death and resurrection lies at the very heart of the evangelising message we have to give the world today.   Jesus teaches us that by living and proclaiming His life of sacrificial love new life will spring forth in our hearts and communities.  Each one of us is called therefore to spiritually die to ourselves so as to live; through engaging in charitable acts, courageously speaking about our faith to others, through faithfulness to prayer, the sharing of our time and talents. In this way God can do His evangelising work in and through us. Each person can be used as a powerful instrument of His healing love and mercy. Spiritually, drawing on God’s grace through these means we can not only surf the waves but we can used as instruments to create them. 
 

As we celebrate Home Mission Sunday this weekend, I encourage all Universe readers to look for ways to “surf the waves” which may be rolling in not just nationally but in your own locality. Maybe there is some local event such as a festival or gathering which will bring significant numbers of visitors to your area during the coming year. Think of the opportunities this can bring to your parish to open up your church to those seeking for God. As you pray for our work at CASE, please use us as a resource for any of the ideas you would like to turn into reality in the field of evangelisation. “The harvest is great but the labourers are few.” If we can help to make you more effective labourers in God’s harvest for the salvation of others, CASE will have performed the task for which the  bishops set us up.
If you would like to know more about our work or need help in any form with evangelisation, contact CASE on 020 8458 3316 or info@caseresources.org.uk  Also see: www.caseresources.org.uk  We also run a web site for non-Catholic enquirers: www.life4seekers.co.uk 
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Side Box

In a separate box please insert the Cardinal’s quotation as follows:

“Jesus Christ was not afraid to proclaim who He was and share His message in a loving and respectful way with all those that He met, even if it led to suffering, rejection and death.  In these times as a Catholic community, we too must, in our own and very different ways, do the same. In a spiritual sense we must all be ready to joyfully ‘die to live’ so that the message of the Gospel can be heard afresh in England and Wales.” 

His Eminence, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor 

Side Column (500 words)

A Snapshot Of Evangelisation Activities In England And Wales
There are currently over 250 evangelisation resources available in England and Wales. Here’s a snapshot of some of them.

Leaving Safe Harbours (LSH) – Liverpool Diocese
LSH is an innovative process of diocesan consultation that aims to help all face the challenges of the future. Four working groups have been exploring the way forward from different perspectives: theological, strategic, resource-based and demographic. At a recent Diocesan Assembly, Archbishop Patrick Kelly said these challenging words: ‘Unless we look outwards to others in our plans for the future we will die.’ (63) 
Diocesan Evangelisation Group – Hexham and Newcastle Diocese
Fifteen people have come forward to form the Diocesan Evangelisation Group. The Group has so far offered a series of day events themed: “Evangelisation Made Easy”. The aim of the days are to meet the practical needs raised by the attendees. Sr Michael is the Group Coordinator and said: “We have Good News to share and many are longing to hear it.” (63) 
Certificate and Diploma for Evangelisation and Ministry - Maryvale Institute, Birmingham
The aim of this course is to communicate the vision the Church has for evangelisation and to enable people to translate this into various areas of ministry; e.g. parish, youth and family. CASE team members wrote part of the course inspired by Pope John Paul II’s words: “I sense that the moment has come to commit all of the Church’s energies to a new evangelisation”. (65) 
Seeker Centre – Wrexham Diocese
Lay volunteers and members of the Franciscan Community at Pantasaph have joined forces to open a Seeker Centre. The aim is to provide a warm welcome and a series of events to allow spiritual seekers to explore, pray and find sacred space. Catherine, came to an event earlier this year and has since become a Catholic. She said: “It’s a truly wonderful experience.” (63) 
St Joseph’s Parish, Sheringham - East Anglia

This parish is engaged in a courageous three year plan which aims to help all parish members be renewed in their faith and to become confident evangelizers. Two years ago, they launched a year of prayer. A year of faith formation followed. Year three will focus on mission. (48)
Catholic Evangelisation Services (CES) – Westminster Diocese
CES is based at London Colney and has been producing Catholic teaching videos for adults for the past five years. Their CaFE programme, Catholic Faith Exploration, is very popular in this country and around the world. They have recently launched a cutting edge resource for teenagers called “Plugged-In”. One attendee at a CaFE evening said: “It helped me refresh my Catholic beliefs which I was losing.”  (66) 
Elm Grove Community – Arundel and Brighton Diocese

This new young people’s community describes itself as, “a sanctuary of peace and prayer, reaching out to share the healing presence of Christ with others across the city of Brighton and Hove.” They run a series of events most recently staging a “sofa” event in the centre of Brighton. Community member, Ben Gray said: “We are deeply inspired by St Benedict and try to be active evangelisers.” (67) 
Fish Food -  Clifton Diocese
The Fish Food Course is being offered by St Gregory's Parish in

Cheltenham and is intended to help young Catholics (14-18 yrs olds) swim against the current of an increasingly secular culture. It runs over eight months and attempts to help young people develop an appreciation and love of their faith, Jesus and the Church's teachings.  (68) 
Photographs supplied:

1) Mgr Keith Barltrop, CASE Director. (KB1)
2) CASE’s logo. (Beautiful small logo)
3) The Home Mission Sunday 2006 poster which has been sent to over 4000 parishes and religious houses in England and Wales. (Awaiting RAP to send).
4) Taken during the first Young People’s Walk For the New Evangelisation, led by the Dominican Sisters of St Joseph, July 2006. (IMG_304)

5) A collage created from a parish day led by CASE at Ss Peter and Paul Parish in Lincoln (Now is the time, Evangel2). This images belong to Bill McCarthy and should be attributed to him.
6) Young people taken at an event led by members of the Sion Community which is based in Brentwood, Essex.  Sion is a new Catholic community which specialises in parish and school missions. (Sion Yth Faces).
7) The web site home page of the innovative Ezekiel Project which is run by the Youth Ministry Office in Northampton Diocese. (Home page from Ezekiel.com)
8) Taken at the launch of the Evangelisation and Ministry Course which is run by the Maryvale Institute, Birmingham, October 2004.(Mvale page 3)
