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NATIONAL CANOPY OF PRAYER 2008 
Thy Kingdom Come Thy Will Be Done
Prelude
In 2007, over 300 churches in London prayed together in an unbroken marathon every hour of every day throughout the year. They believe that the canopy of prayer raised over the Capital should now be extended over the nation. In 2008, the invitation goes out to churches and Christians everywhere to join in the spiritual battle for our Nation…

Thank you for taking part in such a timely collaborative prayer mandate for the British Isles. This intercessory chain is part of a nation wide circle of churches and networks uniting to pray for their villages, towns, cities and the Nation. 
At the time of going to print, this prayer initiative had been linked with the Anglican church, Redeemed Christian church of God, Assemblies of God, Elim Pentecostal UK, Ichthus group of churches, the Salvation Army, the Evangelical Alliance, Deeper Life Denomination, ACEA, 24/7 UK, CARE, New Testament Assembly, Church of God of Prophecy, the Bible Society, Tearfund and the World Prayer Centre amongst many regional networks. 

The vision

If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

The vision is simply a call to PRAYER; to saturate the British Isles with the spirit of Prayer. Generate a momentum of united year long 24/7 intercession via the churches across the nation. Raise the profile of prayer through small and large gatherings in homes, church halls and stadiums. Hold annual stadium events and a national Global Day of Prayer at Wembley in 2010 recapturing the essence of Pentecost
The commission is to intercede the Lord’s Prayer Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be done every hour of every day throughout the year until December 31st 2008 (perhaps beyond). The journey started at midnight 2006 New Year’s Eve. The mandate is to join up the entire British Isles in Prayer. The excerpt below is from a vision around which London and national leaders have united.
I looked and beheld Christians praying everywhere across the whole of the British Isles. They were in groups like fives, fifties, five hundreds and five thousands. Over each group was a light bulb or flame of fire which was connected to the next light by some form of cord. As they all prayed the Lord’s Prayer; Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be done, a wave of Light and Healing began spreading across the Isles.

I witnessed myriads of young people as a mighty army pouring out of everywhere, responding to the Lord’s call. I saw Wembley Stadium filled to the brim with Christians from every Nation, Denomination and Stream, praying and worshipping together.
The Method
The specific objective is to create a canopy of 24/7 intercession throughout the year; every hour, every day, every week of every month across the British Isles.  Many pray-ers are in place, it is just a matter of enabling us to connect.
This will be facilitated primarily at three levels: Churches, organisations/groups and individuals. 
The Lord’s Prayer Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done shall be the broad theme of all prayers.
London organisers will provide a monthly focus which will be informed by the prophetic mood of the Nation and relevant current societal issues. These pointers will act as a guide to help us pray in unity and act as a resource for lay Christians, vicars, church leaders and prayer coordinators. The resource will be available from the website and will not restrict creativity, style or local/regional focus. 
Each of these categories can register via the website www.gdoplondon.com or call the central office 08456 528 600. All praying churches, organisations and individuals will be considered as GDOP Partners linked to the London Global Day of Prayer.
Churches  
Last year most if not all prayers took place in church halls. This year prayers can take place anywhere as determined by the participants. Everyone is encouraged to choose a time slot but can discharge their prayers at home, office or wherever is conveniently practical. The church arranges an evening prayer meeting (7-9pm) that all are invited to.

We encourage all partner churches to stretch their prayer ministries to cover at least 24Hrs. In the event that there too few members, we suggest that the church tag team with another church; each covering 12Hrs.  Operational modalities are outlined in the guide provided in the appendix. 
Any church can choose to repeat their prayer days as many times as possible. They can even swap between the two options if practically applicable. We urge as many churches to consider setting up monthly circles to boost their church prayer life.

Even though we emphasise the need for churches to pray for the listed topics, they are not bound to them only. Please be at liberty to pray as the Holy Spirit directs (Romans 8:26). A church can choose to focus on Abortion, Prostitution, Asylum seekers, Gun crime or marginalised OAPs. The main thing is that we all pray under the same banner of Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done.
We also very much encourage organisers to provide a 200 words feedback report or write up to enquiries@gdoplondon.com
Groups/Organisations
The national prayer chain is open to Christian organisations, businesses, ministries, youth groups and prayer networks.
The modus operandi for the churches are also available to this category. They are however not restricted to them. In effect a group can pray from 1hour up to 24 hours. The organisation must register and log their details along with their prayer schedule.

Each group must appoint a coordinator who will act as the contact person for all correspondence and logistics.
There will be no set pattern for this category. Each group will be different; one business team may decide to donate their lunch hour(s) to prayer while another organisation may set up a prayer room and allocate time slots to each staff member. Youth fellowships may create a boiler room while a network could set up a week of 24/7 intercessory prayer.

We encourage prayer coordinators to ensure the times of prayer are for praying and not teaching, seminars or workshops. We also very much encourage organisers to provide a 200 words feedback or write up to enquiries@gdoplondon.com 
Individuals 
This is the most flexible and open category. Anyone anywhere in the world can pray at anytime. The only restriction is that a person cannot register to pray for more than 12hours or less than 1 hour on any given day.
A person can register to pray as many times as they like within the year. Individuals can decide to Fast along with their prayers.
Any feedback about visions, prophetic impressions or helpful local information can be sent as a 50-100 write up to enquiries@gdoplondon.com 
How to get involved

If you are a church leader and would like your church to participate in this prayer initiative, please sign up on www.gdoplondon.com , or telephone 08456 528 600 if you have any queries/questions. (If you are an individual and would like your church to participate, kindly inform your church leadership). You will need to register before being able to select a day for prayer. A member of the GDOP team will contact you once your registration has been finalised. Only then can you select a day of prayer. You are welcome to choose more than one day if you so wish.

Fasting

It is also suggested where possible that fasting (Isaiah 58) takes place alongside the prayers. The entire Body of Christ in the British Isles is challenged to fast weekly throughout 2008.  Churches, organisations or individuals can organise their fast in a manner suitable to their creed and religious culture. 

The Global Day of Prayer

As we petition God concerning the city and the Nation throughout the year, a significant focal event is the Global Day of prayer which takes place on Sunday 11th May 2008.

In 2007 over 250 million Christians from around the world took part in a momentous, history-making Global Day of Prayer. People in 203 countries responded to the call to unite in repentance and prayer. Events varied in size and style - London's contribution included 20,000 people from different ethnic and church backgrounds praying together at West Ham Football Stadium.

 

On Pentecost Sunday May 11th 2008 the plan is to meet at the Millwall Stadium in South London with around 30,000 Christians. Please put the date in your diary and start planning how you or your church can be involved. Pentecost 2008 (May 9-11) will be a whole weekend of Prayer, Mission and Celebration as we join forces with Pentecost Festival and HOPE 08.  For more details and the latest news, please visit www.gdoplondon.com  

Please check the UK Global Day of Prayer website for list of events outside London and sign up for regular newsletters  www.globaldayofprayer.co.uk
Appendix

Church 24Hour Prayer Guide
· This list of practical tips is structured around churches or organisations covering a  24Hour prayer slot in the calendar year. These tips are only a guide. You are free to organise your prayer day as you deem most appropriate and practical for your setting.
· Appoint a Prayer coordinator. This person will over oversee and ensure EVERY hour is covered. They will be the link person for all communication prior, during and post the prayer day. The link person MUST have a mobile phone, if only for that day. 
· Announce the Canopy of Prayer vision and your 24 Hour Prayer Day to the congregation at least 4-5 weeks prior to the date.
· Make the Prayer Day Time Grid available to the congregation either at a central point in church where people can sign up or on your website.  

· Continue the announcement for the 24 Hour Prayer Day on a weekly basis as a reminder in church and via email/website and make use of the posters and leaflets that GDOP London produce.

· Announce and recruit church members to commit to a slot. If you divide the day into twelve 2Hour slots then each person commits to pray for 2hours.

· Another option is to divide the day into 24 hour slots and each person allocated to one hour. Some churches slice up the day into 48 time slots of 30 minute each. 
· The sample Time Grid is set to several names per 30 minutes. You can expand the number of names per slot as necessary.  The time slots cover a 24 hour period.  

· People are at liberty to sign up for more than one time slot.  The grid is set to A4 but it is wise to enlarge this to A3 to allow people enough space to write their name, telephone number and email.

· The Prayer Coordinator will monitor the Time Grid to ensure that all time slots are covered by appropriate numbers of people.  Should you have time slots that are still unallocated 2 weeks to the date then highlight these times during the announcements being made and encourage people to sign up.
· We would want your congregation to pray corporately for part of the day (7-9pm). So please indicate this on the Time Grid.  Assign Prayer Leaders to lead the corporate prayer time
· Appoint leaders to facilitate each slot. We suggest mature leaders from your church or Prayer leadership. The early am period is generally most difficult to allocate. Choose your more committed or mature prayer leaders to cover those hours.

· It is very essential that there are leaders assigned to each time slots to ensure these are covered. These leaders can call those appointed to pray or send reminder texts that require a response.

· IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH/ORGANISATION TO ENSURE NO HOUR IS LEFT UNCOVERED DURING THEIR PRAYER WATCH.

· We suggest that you begin praying from around 11.30 pm the night leading into midnight takeover.  

· Give your leaders at least 2-3 days to prepare for their allocated 2Hour (or hour) slots using a prepared prayer outline.

· There is a sample prayer outline downloadable from the website
· As a Leader, find the time to wait on God to hear what He will lay on your heart for your church or group.
· You may want to adjust the monthly theme and focus to your own regional/ local context. There is no rigidity here and we encourage churches to follow their own style and inspired passion. We only ask that the broad monthly topics are prayed into.
· Follow the outline and guide the people through the broad topics and prayer points

· In the prayer outline provided online, the time bands allocated to each main topic are guides only and not mandatory. Follow the leading of the Holy Spirit but ensure the people pray for each of the broad headings

· Arrive well ahead of time to allow yourself to adjust to the atmosphere of prayer and the sequence of those praying in the slot before yours. Recommended time is 10-15 minutes

· It is also recommended that you pray with the Leader from whom you are taking over as well as to whom you hand over.
· You may use the scriptures outlined so that you can anchor the people into the Word of God. If the Holy Spirit lays any parallel passages on your heart, do use them.

· We would like these 24 Hour prayer programs to help establish a lifestyle of prayer within the whole church. Look and pray for creative ways to do this after the day of prayer. 
· It is important to register your church’s 24 Hour Prayer Day with the Canopy of Prayer team to ensure that each day of the year is covered and to allow others to be signposted to your Prayer Day should they want to take part. 

· Ensure that the prayer coordinator visits the GDOP website for the month’s prayer theme and focus
Any queries can be directed to the central office on 08456 528 600 or enquiries@gdoplondon.com   www.gdoplondon.com
Dr Jonathan Oloyede, Convenor Global Day of Prayer London          January 2008
