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Alfonso Wajuyata and his family are trying to combat the activities t:

of illegal loggers in the Ecuadorean Amazon by saving and
replanting seeds from native plants and trees.
Location: Nanke, Chiwitayo, province of Pastaza, Ecuador.

.a,-*.i‘--‘. 4

g . -»

Photo: Santiago Serrano / Progressio

-

lllegal Logging in Ecuador

When Alfonso Wajuyata was a boy, he
didn’t wear any shoes. He didn’t really
need to. In his community, deep in the
Amazon rainforest, putting something
on your feet would have been contrary
to local tradition — and a bit of an
inconvenience.

Fifty years on, Alfonso still lives in the
Ecuadorean Amazon in a place called
Nanke. It's not as idyllic as it used to be
— just a few hundred metres from his
two-storey wooden house, a wide, pot-
holed road cuts through the forest.
Every so often, the droan of a heavily-
loaded truck disturbs the quiet.

The problem, says Alfonso, is logging.
Whether legal — or, most likely, illegal —
the gradual destruction of the forest is
changing many of Alfonso’s childhood
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By Jo Barrett

memories beyond recognition and he’s
understandably concerned.

“lllegal loggers are coming in and
chopping down lots of trees — a vast
number of trees”, he says, pointing to
gaps in the forest which used to be
covered in vegetation.

Alfonso is just one of thousands of
indigenous people in Ecuador whose
life has been turned upside down by
the devastating impact of illegally
logged timber. In some parts of this
small country, up to 99% of the
rainforest has been lost - helping to
give Ecuador the worst environmental
record in South America.

But it's not only the loss of biodiversity
which is having an impact on people’s
lives here. Logging is slowly destroying
local cultures and traditions which
have been passed down through
generations.

“We live from the forest”, says Alfonso.
“The forest gives us food, just like it
gives us medicine. We don’t go
shopping for groceries in the market,
nor do we go to the chemist for drugs,
we have everything right here in the
forest”.

This section of the Amazon would
barely be rocogniseable to Alfonso’s
ancestors. Iron cables used by loggers
to drag fallen tree trunks lie on the
forest floor; fish are dying in the
contaminated rivers and local people
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have to sterilise water from once
pristine streams before they can drink
it. “This is all down to the companies”,
says Alfonso.

The companies Alfonso is referring to
are mostly involved in oil exploration,
road building and helping to feed a
voracious appetite in the West for
timber — for furniture, construction,
paper and other wood-based products.
In some cases, they have legitimate,
government-issued permits. Often,
though, they do not.

More than half of all logging activities
in the most vulnerable forest regions —
Southeast Asia, central Africa, South
America and Russia — are thought to be
conducted illegally. Worldwide, it is
estimated that products worth £9bn a
year result from illegally logged timber.

Unfortunately, there are no real
restrictions on the sale of illegal wood.
Some responsible companies have
adopoted voluntary codes of practice,
pledging not to source wood from
unknown or illegal sources. Within the
EU, efforts have been made to adopt
enforceable, union-wide legislation on
illegal timber, but as yet there are no
hard and fast rules.

Development agencies like Progressio
believe that action on the ground is

essential: improving the enforcement of
forestry law; tackling corruption and
promoting legal logging in an
environmentally sustainable way are all
part of the solution. Rich nations need
to take a share of the responsibility, too.
We need to act against companies
which are buying or selling illegal
timber and help put a stop to the

demand which drives this devastating
trade.

To find out more about Progressio’s
work on illegal logging, or how you
can get involved with Progressio’s work
to improve the lives of poor and
marginalised people in 11 developing
countries, visit www.progressio.org.uk

Jo Barrett is Progressio’s Media Officer. She travelled to Ecuador in May 2009 to

meet local communities affected by illegal logging and environmental degradation.
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Changing lives isn’t a one-day wonder.

It takes time, commitment and belief. By working with people over many years, we're able
to help bring about that transformation. You can be part of that change.

Our members and supporters are committed individuals. They are committed to supporting some of the world's most
marginalised communities, committed to holistic development and committed to making a lasting difference.

Progressio's skill-share and advocacy programmes are designed to help people in the long term, sharing skills and
knowledge that can be passed from generation to generation, helping people to work their own way out of poverty and

to stand up to injustice.

So you can be assured that the support we receive from our members goes a long way. Becoming a member of
Progressio is making an investment in the present and the future of our world. So join today! To find out how, visit

www.progressio.org.uk
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national justice and peace commision

On The Road Together,
Sharing Our Stories Y

The 31st National Justice and Peace
Conference brought together people from
many nations to debate the issues around
migration. This year’s theme “On the road
together — Amazed by Migration”
celebrated the diversity in our society by
opening up the discussion on such a rich
and sometimes controversial topic.

At the beginning of the event keynote
speakers provided insight and information
on the causes of migration and shared
their views on how we should respond to
the challenges faced today. Don Flynn, of
the Migrants Rights Network, called for
faith groups, trade unions, citizens’
organisations and others working on
migration to come together in solidarity.
He criticised the asylum system that
makes it impossible to recognise
humanitarian need, the problems caused
by the Government points system for
migrant workers, and stressed the need for
a regularisation for undocumented
workers.

Mary Grey, Professor of Theology, looked
at migration in India, Palestine and
Rwanda. She explained how conflicts and
poverty in these countries have direct
implications for people living there in the
form of the creation of refugees.

Neil Jameson, from the Citizens
Organising Foundation, told of the

‘Strangers into Citizens’ campaign that is

Page 25

seeking to gain regularisation for
undocumented workers. He condemned
the Government’s present approach to
these people as amounting to starvation,
forcing people into destitution.

Bishop Patrick Lynch also addressed the
conference, pointing out that “Companies
and markets are global, the labour force is
mobile and at the touch of a button
millions of dollars can be sent from one
side of the world to another. Many years
ago Pope Paul V1 spoke about the
Church’s responsibility to care for the
casualties of social change. Migrants and
their families are amongst those who suffer
as a result of social change in our world
today.” He stressed the importance of the
Catholic Church’s social teaching and
encouraged us to welcome and walk with
migrants in the hope that they themselves
are inspired and empowered to reach out
to and work for justice for their fellow
migrants. Bishop Pat went on to state that
“Migration is an international not just a
domestic issue — an issue that is closely
linked to international development and
peace” and so we are all effectively on the
road together.....

This sparked a lot of interest and using the
principles of Open Space Technology,
facilitated by Open Space expert Annette
Zera, we as delegates were invited to
contribute to the areas of debate. Subjects
for discussion ranged from “Fighting the
causes of Migration” to “Lobbying
Governments” to “Building welcoming
communities”. Keen activists in Justice &
Peace spent most of the weekend in
dialogue, the experience much enriched
by the participation of delegates from
other countries who had personal
experience of the effects of migration.
Throughout the weekend, it was not all
work, many delegates took part in the Just
Fair, learning about the latest campaigns

During the weekend some of the delegates
worked on patchwork squares on the
theme of migration to make up a banner.
It is hoped that the banner will be
available for use at events around the
country..

and purchasing fair-trade goods. On
Saturday night there was much fun and
laughter at the ceilidh where the very
young and ‘young at heart’ enjoyed
traditional dancing and music.

We came together in solidarity to listen to
one another’s ideas, concerns and
recommendations. We left inspired,
understanding the issues and complexities
and with the hope that by interacting with
‘the other” we can work together to
educate, tell the stories and open the mind
and hearts of our communities.

Catherine Waters-Clark

More photos and reports, including the
Recommendations and Action Points
from the Open Space workshops are

available on the website:

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk
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national justice and peace commision

In the Autumn Issue of\h*/l/t\‘d % ,DW - Newsletter of the National Justice and Peace Network:

* An interview with Sr Pat Robb, member of the Congregation of Jesus who worked for several years as a
nurse and midwife in hospitals and refugee camps in Africa. She is now based in Cambridge and works
as chaplain at an immigration centre and is active in East Anglia J&P Commission.

e An update on the current situation in Burma

e |deas for actions this autumn and winter, plus a full diary of events

\’W 4 PW is produced 3 times a year and distributed with Vocation for Justice; it is also available on the

website (www.justice-and-peace.org.uk) or by email (admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk to request a copy).

b National Justice ¥ | | Noah’s Barge
PW NWM In June and July the message of climate change

was carried along the Leeds-Liverpool canal by

N ETWO RKI NG Noah’s Barge, with Mr and Mrs Noah on board

meeting people for events at various places along
DAYS the route, arriving at Albert Dock in Liverpool on
4 July to co-incide with national and international

Saturday 21 November 2009 . o
rallies ahead of the G8 summit in Italy.

10.30am—4.00pm
CAFOD Offices, Brixton

SPEAKER
John Hemer
“St Paul and Justice and Peace”

All welcome: For more details contact:
The Administrator, NJPN,
39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V IBX
Tel: 020 7901 4864:
email admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk

The National Justice & Peace Network
encourages and facilitates communication and networking between Catholic/Christian individuals, groups, and
organisations (both lay and religious) who are working for justice, peace and the integrity of creation at grassroots,
diocesan, national or international level.

Contact: The Administrator,

NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square London SW1V 1BX
Tel: 020 7901 4864 Fax: 020 7901 4821
Email: admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk

www.justice-and-peace.org.uk

A UK Registered Charity no. 1114947 Company no. 5036866.
Registered Office 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX
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bishops’ conference of england and wales

Bishops” Conference of England and Wales

Public consultation on assisting suicide — Act now!
An important consultation on “assisting suicide’

Keep in touch with the

Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.
go to www.catholicchurch.org.uk

There is an important consultation taking place about when
cases of ‘assisted suicide’” will be prosecuted. The law on
‘assisting suicide” has not changed but the Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP) has issued ‘interim guidelines’ about

bank?2”

the elderly

when to prosecute people who do it. We have until 16

December 2009 to respond.

e Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor delivers lecture on
ecumenism - “ARCIC - dead in the water or money on the

e Caritas Social Action Network releases report on care for

e The Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus has
been published by the Holy See providing for Personal
Ordinariats for Anglicans entering into full communion
with the Catholic Church.

CESEW clarifies situation with regard to the content of
Sex and Relationships Education in Catholic schools

The proposals announced by Ed Balls today confirm that, from September 2011, Personal, Social, Health and Economic
(PSHE) education, including Sex and Relationships Education (SRE), will be compulsory in all schools. We welcome the gov-
ernment’s reiteration of its support for the important principles underlining SRE, which emphasise that schools continue to have
the legal right to determine the content of what is taught in PSHE within their schools and that governing bodies retain the
right to determine what is taught, and must determine this in line with the ethos of the school.

Catholic Agency for the Support of Evangelisation (CASE)

The CASE team has four significant
evangelisation initiatives to report on in
this edition of Omnibus.

St Thérese of Lisieux and Little
Way Week

Following the inspiring visit of the relics
of the Patroness of Mission, Little Way
Week (October 18th to 24th) aimed to
provide an opportunity for evangelistic
outreach. Parishes, families, schools and
individuals were invited to commit to
service - one act a day for a week -
through which they could share the love
of Christ with those around them.
Although the founding week happened
in October, Little Way Week can be
done locally during any month of the
year. Ideas and resources, including
‘ideas by text’, can be found at: www.lit-
tlewayweek.co.uk
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Faith and Culture Focus

CASE recently hosted a ‘Faith and
Culture Symposium’ which brought
together those involved in academic
reflection on faith and culture and repre-
sentatives of new expressions of mission,
to explore the theme: ‘Meeting Jesus in
late Modern Culture — the Gift of our
Sacramental Tradition for Evangelisation’.
Bishop Paul Hendricks (Auxiliary -
Southwark) presented the opening paper.
For pdfs and mp3s of the talks from the
day see:
http:www.catholicchurch.org.uk.

National Gathering

The Agency has also facilitated a gather-
ing of those who have a responsibility
for evangelisation at a diocesan level.
Bishop Kieran Conry, Chair of the
Department for Evangelisation and
Catechesis, spoke to around 40 dele-
gates from across England and Wales.

The group met at St Chad's Cathedral in
Birmingham and spent time in prayer,
discussion and exploring a vision for an
evangelising parish, as well as strategic
steps that can be taken to enable wider
mission engagement. For more see:
http://www.catholicchurch.org.uk

Christmas Evangelisation

Finally, resources for 'Come Home For
Christmas', the seasonal outreach initia-
tive to resting Catholics, are available.
See: http://www.caseresources.org.uk/
resources/downloads_resting.html

For more information about the support
and resources that the CASE team offers
please tel: 02079014863;

e: info@caseresources.org.uk

Clare Ward, CASE Team Leader

t. 020 7901 4863 f. 020 7901 4821

e. Clare.Ward@caseresources.org.uk

November 2009



