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“Eastern Bloc” Church Provides Hope-Filled Model For European And Parish Evangelisation
 

 

English and Welsh delegates joined more than 2000 people in Budapest this week to experience at first hand what’s been described as a ‘hope-filled model for European and parish evangelisation’.
 

The International Congress for the New Evangelisation (ICNE) is now in its fifth year and was the brainchild of the cardinals of four European cities - Vienna, Paris, Lisbon and Brussels – who run the now annual event with the support of the Emmanuel Community. The hope is that the Congresses support and help realise the re-evangelisation of Europe.
 

Speaking as the event began, Cardinal Peter Erdo, Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapest and Primate of Hungary said: "In Budapest we saw that what was needed first of all was to deepen the faith, spirituality and missionary awareness of those who are already working in the parishes, that is, priests, religious, catechists and laypeople, those who are completely dedicated to parish service. Then in a second step we must get in contact with the whole parish community, also in a liturgical way.” 
 

He added: "The third step is a gradual opening to the world. This opening up to the world is not just directed toward our immediate environment, our city, the quarter where we live... it is also a look at the whole world, the most distant continents, through the witness of those people -- priests, religious, missionaries and laity." (Source Zenit: ZE07091605. 2007-09-16)
 

During the week-long event, more than ninety parishes put on events including exhibitions in fifteen of the city’s largest museums. Delegates from all over the world supported a diversity of evangelistic events which included prayer evenings, drama presentations and evangelistic “Salsa” dance sessions. The event was very much inspired by the call of Pope John Paul II for a new evangelisation – one that is new in ardour, means and expression.
Rt Rev Ambrose Griffiths, retired Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle diocese is, along with the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE), leading the English and Welsh delegation. Members of the group have enjoyed a high profile at the Congress, offering workshops titled: ‘Mission without Jargon’ (CASE), ‘Youth work in England and Wales’ (Bishop Ambrose Griffiths), ‘KIT’ (Sheila and Denis Keefe, Portsmouth Diocese) and ‘Evangelisation in the Heart of London’ (SPES, Westminster Diocese).
Bishop Ambrose Griffiths said: “We have met several people whose lives have been dramatically changed by Jesus Christ. What first attracted them was the holiness and honesty of Christians. As a Church, we all need to rediscover the evangelistic efficacy of sharing our personal faith story.”
Emily Davis, who is a Team Member at CASE, said: “It’s extraordinary to see the Church in a former communist country taking a lead in this way. My overall impression is one of wonder. We in England and Wales have a lot to learn from this initiative. The level of enthusiasm and participation is so positive that it’s been hard to take in. It’s not centralised – the focus is on parishes taking the initiative and doing it themselves, which is a model that every European country could adopt.”
 

Meanwhile, one of the delegates from Crewe, Tom Hesketh-Roberts, said: “Just listening to the talks I’ve received a new revelation of how to share the Gospel with my family. It’s reminded me that I need to get back to basics and share the message of Jesus with people.” Meanwhile, Anne Marie Salgo, who is herself Hungarian, and works for parishes in the West End of London, said: “I’ve been blown away by the Churches in Budapest which are normally very traditional. They have embraced new methodologies of evangelisation. It’s amazing.”
The theme of this year’s gathering was “…to give you a future and a hope” (Jer. 29:11). Next year’s Congress may be held in Barcelona, but this has yet to be confirmed.
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