BE READY WITH YOUR ANSWERS by Clare Ford of CASE
A recent survey asked people why they thought attendance at Church had fallen. The results were surprising to say the least; second only to less home visiting by clergy was that clergy don’t preach in a way that helps lay people answer the questions about Christian belief that our raised by our culture. A major reason for so many Catholics feeling afraid of evangelising is not feeling confident we can answer questions people might have about our faith.
St Peter challenges us to ‘Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you the reason for your hope, but do it with gentleness and respect,’ (1 Pet 3:15).  So how can we find out more?

There is a person or a team of people named for each diocese who is responsible for adult formation. They are an ideal first point of contact as to what is on offer in your area.  If you are not sure who to contact locally, give CASE a ring (020 8458 3316) and we can put you in touch.

As to what kind of study you choose to do, there’s an almost bewildering array of options.  Some courses last a year or more and usually lead to a recognised qualification like a certificate, diploma or degree, others are much shorter: a week or two, single study days or weekend workshops. There are many training and formation centres around the country and a glance at the prospectus of one close to you will reveal all sorts of possibilities. There are too many to include all of their contact details here, but we maintain a regularly updated list at our office (114 West Heath Road, London, NW3 7TX or info@caseresources.org.uk)
There is also a range of ways you can study without leaving home. The Internet means easy to access evangelisation courses offered by international institutes. Closer to home, Ushaw College offers the Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS) online.

Our own ‘homegrown’ international institute, Maryvale in Birmingham, deserves a special mention, not least because it often better recognised abroad!  Maryvale has 25 years of experience in offering a really wide range of courses and has become something of an expert in the methodology of distance learning supported by residential weekends or study days at a Centre where Newman himself lived for a time (www.maryvale.ac.uk)
Maryvale courses range from parish catechist training to facilitating PhD degrees, and even a basic skills course ‘Learning for Life and Evangelisation’ offering support in literacy and numeracy on the understanding that if someone can’t read a parish newsletter confidently, it is difficult for them to attend Mass.  Two courses that CASE collaborates with particularly are the distance PGCE for much needed RE teachers and the specially developed Certificate and Diploma Course in Evangelisation and Ministry. This is a part-time course consisting of three modules taken over a year. It is studied largely at home and designed for those active in parish or family life and indeed anyone who is interested in learning how to pass on the faith more fruitfully. After a foundation module, students choose one of four pathways: Family, Youth, Parish or Evangelisation and Ministry to the Sick.
The Study and Arts Centre at Ealing Abbey (www.bsac.ac.uk) shares the Benedictine tradition of study with adult learners by offering courses at the Centre in northwest London and by distance learning. The ‘Open Cloister’ at Worth Abbey is another Benedictine initiative (www.worth.org.uk) and many other religious communities and retreat centres offer varied programmes (www.retreats.org.uk)
Some training providers specialise in courses for particular groups, eg  the Sion Community, the Pilgrims and St Patrick’s School for Evangelisation all run courses especially for young people, while Margaret Beaufort Institute in Cambridge specialises in the formation of women. The Catholic Deaf Association (www.cda-uk.com) has all sorts of opportunities including the CCRS taught by tutors who are themselves deaf.

Other courses are deliberately designed to be mobile and can be offered in your own parish. Spread the Word is one example of a day course designed and delivered by experienced Catholic evangelist, John Vaughan-Neil. There is also the Pass It On course originally developed by Michelle Moran of the Sion Community (www.sioncommunity.org.uk).  This can be run as a standalone training day/weekend or is available on video along with many other DVD based resources from Catholic Faith Exploration Courses; these are provided with full training courses and materials for leaders (www.faithcafe.org).
CASE is active in terms of training by running our own workshops and by collaborating in the delivery of some of the courses mentioned above.  Please contact us for a free resource catalogue that details the workshops we offer; we are also happy to develop a tailor-made package for your parish or deanery.
Although being properly informed is vitally important, you don’t have to have a Theology degree before you share with someone the meaning faith gives to your life.  We can have confidence (con fidere from the Latin for complete trust) that God will give us the words to say, ‘do not worry beforehand about what to say; because when the time comes, the Holy Spirit will teach you what you must say,’ (Luke 12:12).

It is unrealistic to expect any one training course to provide a perfect solution to any struggles we have with evangelisation. John Paul II declared: ‘It is not a matter of inventing a “new programme”, the programme already exists… Ultimately, it has its centre in Christ Himself, Who is to be known, loved and imitated.’

Practically speaking, how do we do this, how do we imitate Christ?  Learning more about our faith is important, and so is prayer. Our Holy Father Benedict said ‘The word of announcement must always be drenched in an intense life of prayer.’ In prayer, we seek to get closer to Jesus so we can introduce Him more attractively to others. Therefore, evangelisation is always going to be more about relationship than technique:  ‘Look at those Christians, see how they love!’
Catholic evangelisation means living in a way that stimulates questions and also being ready to answer those questions in the power of the Holy Spirit in a way that points people towards hope. Part of that ‘being ready’ might mean enrolling on a course of some kind; to find out more about what’s on offer, please contact CASE on 020 8458 3316 or see the training section of the online version of our Evangelisation Directory at www.caseresources.org.uk
______________________________
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