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Opportunities for budding young writers to contribute to Yfaith
On behalf of the Catholic bishops of England and Wales, CASE (Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation) has been invited to create a website for 10-13 year olds. The idea for the site is that it will help young people explore their faith in a relevant and exciting way. The site it going to be called ‘Yfaith’ and is due to be launched on the 19th July, 2008. 

We are looking for young writers, aged between 10 and 16, to volunteer to contribute to the site either as a once off, or regularly. 
If you are between 10 and 13 you could write for: 

· Word on the Street: we want to hear about the world as you see it.

· Reviews: of films, albums or books.
If you are between 14 and 16 you could write for:

· A Step Ahead:  an interview covering the basics, plus a bit about you and God. 
All entries will receive a Yfaith pen and T-shirt (
On the following pages you can find guidelines for writing, and an application form. This pack can also be downloaded at: www.caseresources.org.uk
 

Guidelines for writing Word on the Street
Young writers, between 10-13…tell us about the world as you see it…

Is there something in the news that you’re really interested in? Is there something that’s going on near you that is good news you can share? Then we want to hear from you! You could be a Yfaith reporter, and your article could be featured on the page called ‘Word on the Street.’
‘Top Tips’ for getting your article published:
1. Choosing your topic

You could write about something that’s going on in another country, in the UK, in your local area, at your Church or at your school. 
It could be good news, funny news, serious news, sports news...any kind of news!
2. Length of article

Each story should be between 250-350 words (about 4 or 5 paragraphs). 
3. Bring in faith

In the last paragraph, try to make a connection between the story and the Catholic faith. How do Catholic values fit with what you’re reporting on for example? What do you think Jesus would think about it? Is there a story in the Bible that can teach us something about the topic?

When you’ve finished and checked your article, ask your parents or guardians to complete the application form with you, and send them both to ‘Yfaith’ at the contact details below. 

Happy writing! We look forward to hearing from you (
 

Guidelines for writing Reviews
Young writers, between 10-13…tell us your views on what you’ve been  watching, reading and listening to…

Have you seen a film, read a book, or listened to an album that really caught your attention? Maybe you loved it? Maybe you hated it?! We want to hear what it was and what you thought. 

Each review should be written in four sections: 
1. In A Nutshell
For films - tell us the name, who starred in it or who produced it, and what the story was in a nutshell. 

For books - tell us the name of the book, who it’s by, and what the story was in a nutshell.

For albums - tell us the name of the album, who it’s by, and the what kind of music it is.
2. What’s good
What are the positive messages you found in it? For example: are there good morals in it? Do the people in it make good decisions? Is there something about it that leaves you feeling happy or hopeful?

3. What’s not so good
Is there anything in it that you think wasn’t good to read or watch or listen to? Do the characters involved do anything wrong that’s not put right? Is there anything in it that leaves you feeling sad or annoyed? 

4. Thumbs up or down

Would you give it the thumbs up and recommend it? Or the thumbs down? In just a couple of sentences tell us why.
Each review should be between 150-250 words (about 2 or 3 paragraphs). 

When you’ve finished and checked your review, ask your parents or guardians to complete the application form with you, and send them both to ‘Yfaith’ at the address below. 

Happy writing! We look forward to hearing from you (
 

Interview for A Step Ahead

Young writers between 14-16, needed to share views on life, surviving the tweenage years, and knowing God…

(Please continue on another sheet if necessary. You can also download this form at www.caseresources.org.uk).
First Name: 

Age: 

County: 
Likes: 
Dislikes:

Random fact that not many people know about you: 

What are you looking forward to at the moment?

What’s on your ipod or in your cd player at the moment?

What helps you get to know God better, or helps your faith grow?

What effect does having faith have on your life?
What’s your top tip for 10-13 year olds trying to survive and thrive in life? (What you wish someone had told you at that age?!)
What would you say to encourage 10-13 year old Christian Catholics in their faith?

When you’ve finished and checked your interview, ask your parents or guardians to complete the application form with you, and send them both to ‘Yfaith’ at the contact details below. Thank you (. 
 

Application and Parental Consent Form

For Young writers and parents or guardians to complete together
(This form can also be downloaded and emailed to us at: www.caseresources.org.uk) 
Name of child: 

Date of birth: 
Name of Parent/ Guardian: 

Contact Details:

(These will only be used in relation to your child’s written contribution to Yfaith, and will not be shared with a third party)
Telephone number/s: 

Email address: 
Address: 
Parent/ Guardian’s consent: 

(Please indicate your consent to each of the below with a yes or no)

· I consent to my child’s written contributions being included at yfaith.co.uk
 

· I consent to the following being published with their written contribution: 


First name 



Age




County



Photo 







If yes, please supply us with a photo
· I am happy to be contacted in the future regarding this project 

Signed:  
(If you are emailing this form to us please simply retype your name)

Date: 

Please send this form with your child’s report, review or interview to the address below, or email it to emily.davis@caseresources.org.uk[image: image1.emf] 

 
































Please reply to: 114 West Heath Road, London NW3 7TX. Tel: 020 8458 3316, Fax: 020 8905 5780 

Website: www.caseresources.org.uk E-Mail: info@caseresources.org.uk CEO website: www.life4seekers.co.uk
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